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AnAdforRegulatingthemalingof Stuffsin Norfolk&Norwich. 


=\= == Hereas divers Abuſes and Deceits have of late Years bes had and uſed in the making of Worſteds and other Stuffs 5 commonly called Narwicl 
S Ta & Stuffs, and inthe Reeling of the Yarns whereof the ſid Stuffs are either wholly or in part made; All which tends to the debaſing of the 
Þ\V {SE S laid ManufaQture, unto the prejudice of the: Publique | For: prevention of all which Abuſes and Deceits, It is Enacted by this preſent Parlia- 


= ment, That from henceforth there be and ſhall be a Cqporation within the ſaid city and county of Norwich and county of Norfolk, con- 
= fiſting of Two Preſidents, Twelve Wardens, and Foxy Alſhſtants : All which are to be Maſter Weavers within the places aforeſaid ; and one 
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TJESNett2>- of che aid Preſidents, and Six of the ſaid Wardens, atl Tyventy. of the ſaid Aſſiſtants, ſhall be yearly Choſen upon the laſt Wedneſday in the 
ZESSSE Moneth of November, at ſome publique place, by the lBlaſter Weavers, or the greater part of them preſent, of the city and county of Nor- 
wich , and the other of the ſaid Preſidents, Six Wardeg, and Twenty Aſſiſtants, ſhall be choſen on the ſame day in ſome publique place by the 
Maſter Weavers, or the greater part of them preſent, of the county offWorfolk : And the ſaid Twelve Wardens ſhall within Fourteen days after they ſhall be 
ſo Choſen or Elected, rake the Oath enſuing, to be adminiſtred to them bythe/Mayor of Norwich for the time being or his Deputy, or any one Juſtice of the 
Peace of the county of Norfolk for the time being, if he be preſent, othfwile by the ſaid Mayor or his Deputy onely, which they have hereby power to admi- / 
niſter accordingly ; (viF.) 1 A.B. do Swear, That Iwill well, faithfully þd hopeſtly perform and diſcharge the Office of a Warden of the Corporation of Worſted- 
Weavers, according to the beſt of my skill, power and knowledge. And F it further Enacted by the Authority atoreſaid, Thar the faid Preſidents, Wardens and 
Aſſiſtants for the rime being, ſhall for ever hereafter in Name and Fact bſone Body Politique and Corporate in Law, to all intents and purpoſes, and ſhall have a 
perpetual Succeſſion, and be called by the Name of The Preſidents, Widens and Aſſiſtants of the Worſted-Weavers of the City and County of Norwich and 
County of Norfolk, and ſue orplead, and be ſued or impleaded by tht Name aforeſaid, in all Courts and places of Judicature within this Nation, and by 
that Name ſhall and may, without Licenſe in Mortmain, purchaſe, take 9 receive any Lands, Tenements or Hereditaments of the Gift, Alienation or Demiſe of 
any perſon or perſons, who are hereby without further Licenſe enabled totransfer the ſame, and any Goods or Chattels whatſoever, for the uſe and benefit of the 
Corporation aforeſaid, nor exceeding the yearly Value of One thouſand pcinds. And for the Regulation and good Government of the ſaid Trade and Manu- 
facure, The ſaid Corporation, or any Thirteen or more of them, whereof þne Preſident and Seven or more Wardens to be preſent, ſhall have hereby Power and 
Authority from time to time to meet and keep Courts, for the ends in this A& mentioned, within the ciry of Norwich, at ſuch time and place as ſhall be appointed 
by the ſaid Preſidents or one of them, and Wardens or greater Numberþf them for the time being, who are hereby Required upon the defire of any Eight or 
more of the ſaid Aſſiſtants art any time to warn and keep a Court accordugly z And the ſaid CID: or any Thirteen or more of them, whereof one Pre- 
fident and Seven or more Wardens to be preſent as aforeſaid, or the grearr number of them, ſhall have, and hereby have Power and Authority from titne to time 
to make and appoint a Common-Seal, or ſeveral Common-Seals for the;iſe of the ſaid Corporation, and to make By-Laws, Rules and Ordinances for and 
concerning the Regulation of the premiſes, and of ſuch particulars as ſhill be by them or the greater number of them, found requiſite forthe better Regulation 
of the ſaid Trade and Manufacture, and the due Execution of this AR, /which By-Laws, Rules and Ordinances being confirmed and ratified by the Mayor and 
—one Juſtice of the Peace for the time being of the ſaid city and county oþ,Norwich, and two other Juſtices of the Peace of the ſaid county of Norfolk, or the 
greater number of them, ſhall be obeyed and kept by the ſeveral perſonswithin or under the Government of the ſaid Corporation or Regulation. And for the 
better Regulation and carrying on of the work aforeſaid, and avoiding of all Frauds and Deceits therein, Be it further Enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That 
all Yarns called Worſted-Yarns, or uſed by the Worſted-Weavers, ſhall be made without fraud, and ſhall before the ſame be pur or offered to ſale, be Reeled on 
| aReelof afull Yard about, every Reel-ſtaff containing Fourteen Lea's, and eyery Lea containing Forty Thrids, Twelve of thoſe Reel-ſtaves making a Dozen, 
and Twelve of thoſe Dozens making a Groſs : And in caſc any perſon or perſons ſhall after the Tenth of 0#ober, One thouſand fix hundred and fifty, offer 
to pur to ſale any the Yarns aforeſaid within the city of Norwich and county of Nojfolk,made and Recled in any other maner as aforeſaid, That then it ſhall and may be 
lawful to and for the Preſidents, Wardens and Afliſtants aforcſaid, or anyryyo or yore of them, to ſeize, take and carry away all ſuch Yarn as is defeQive and falle as 
aforeſaid ; The ſame to be within Eight days after ſuch Seizure brought iſnto rh{Common-Hall of the Corporation aforeſaid, and within Twenty days after ſuch 
Seizure, to be brought to a Tryal by a Jury of Twelve honeſt and able Agtificerjof the ſame Regulation, whereof fix to be of the city and county of Norwich, 
; and other ſix of. the county of Norfolk : Which Twelve Artificers the yayorf the ciry of Norwich, or his Deputy, for the time being, are hereby authorized 
to Summon and Warn to appear at the G#:/dhall of the ſaid city, attimeiRr tai nl; y him to be appointed, and to be _ and Sworn to enquite of the - 
defects of the faid Yarn, contrary to this preſent Act ; Which Warn: 1 Nays x or his Deputy are hereby authorized ro give. And for ſuch and ſo milch Yarn 
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” aforeſaid as ſhall be ſo found,and preſented by the ſaid Jury to be defeftive, theVaidJpry ſhall have,and hereby have power to ſet and impoſe ſuch Fine or Fines upor © 
the Owners thereof, as in their diſcretion ſhall be thought meer, not exceeding the yak of the moyery of ſuch defeivejYarns; which ſaid Fines the Owners of the 
faid reſpeive Yarns ſhall pay unto the Wardens of the ſaid Corporation, or one of them, to and for the uſe of the Poor of the ſaid Corporation, within Forty days 
after the ſame Fine ſhall be ſo ſet ; or in defaulr thereof, the ſaid Wardens ſhall put to ſale the ſaid Yarns, rendring the Overplus to be raiſed by (ale thereof, unto the 
ſaid Owners upon demand. Anditis hereby further Enacted and Ordained, Thar ifthe (aid Yarn ſhall not be preſented, and found by a Jury of. Twelve men as a- 
foreſaid, to be defective as aforeſaid, ſo as the ſame ſhall appear to be ſeized without juſt cauſe as aforeſaid , That then he or they that ſhall ſo ſeize the ſame, ſhall 
forfcit to the Owner or Owners of the Yarn fo ſeized, rhe treble value of the Yarn ſoſcized, and three times ſo much Damages as he or they ſhall and may {uſtain 
by ſuch Seizure, or by means or reaſon thereof ; The fame to be adjudged and taxed by the Mayor of the ſaid Ciry of Norwich for the time being, and bo levyed by 
| faleof the Offenders Goods, by Warrant undetthe Hand and Scal of the Mayor of the City of Norwich for the time being, it ſuch Seizure ſhall be made within 
the ſaid City of Norwich or County of the ſame; And if ſuch Seizure ſhall be made within the County of Norfolk , The fame to be adjudged and taxed by any 
one or more Juſtices of the Peace within the ſaid County of Norfolk ,and to be leyyed by Warrant under the Hand and Seal of any one or more ſuch Juſtice or ſuſti- 
ces of the Peace of the ſaid Coygry of Norfolr, And itis hereby further Ena&ed, Thar all forts of Stuffs, whether wooven of Wooll onely, or of Wooll and other 
Materials within the City and County of Norwich, and County of Norfolk, otticther of them, ſhall be under che Power, Government and Regulation of the ſaid 
Corporation, in ſuch maner as by this and other Acts of Parliament, and the By-Laws made and to be made by vertue hereof, are or ſhall be Eſtabliſhed (except 
ſuch Stuffs as are under the Regulation of the Wardens, and Fellowſhip of the Myſtery of Ruſſel Sattins, Sattins Reverſes, and Fuſtian of Norwich making, with- 
in the ſaid City of Norwich) And that all.Stuffs made or to be made under the Regulation aforeſaid, before the ſame ſhall be offered or put to ſale, ſhall be brought 
to ſome convenient place or places within the ſaid County of the City of Norwich, and County of Norfolk,to be appointed by the ſaid Wardens, or the more part 
of them, - to be viewed and ſearched by the ſaid Watgens or any two of them; and if the ſame ſhall be found to be well and ſufficiently made and wrought, ac- 
cording to the Rules-and Ordinances of the {aid Corporation for the time being, Then all ſuch Stuffs ſhall be by the faid Wardens or any two of them, ſealed and 
allowed accordingly, without any Sum of Moneys pid or to be paid for the fame: And if upon ſearch or view thereof, any ſuch Stuffs ſhall be found, and appear 
ro be defeftive, contrary to the Rules and Ordinances of the ſaid Corporation, Then ſuch defeRive Stuffs ſhall be ſeized by the ſaid Wardens, or any two of 
them ; And ſhall be from time to time ordered and broaght to Tryal, proceeded on and Fined in ſuch maner and form as is in this preſent Ad betforellimited and ap- 
ointed for the defeCtive Yarns aforeſaid : And it any yerſon ſhall buy or ſell any piece of Stuff made under the Regulation of this Corporation unſealed, and 
Roth thereof convicted by his own Confefhon, or the Caths of two or more Witneſſes, before the Mayor of the {aid City of Norwich, or his Deputy, for the time 
being, or before any Juſtice of the Peace for the time beingfor the County of Norfolk, who have hereby power to adminiſter an Oath for thar purpoſe$he ſaid perſon, 
if he be a Buyer,ſhall forfcit for every piece of Stuff {o brought unſealed, Four ſhillings ; and if a Seller, tor every picce fo fold, ſhall forfeit other Fourthillings,to the 
uſe of the Corporation aforeſaid : And it any perſon countefeit any Seal of the ſaid Wardens,or Seal any piece of Stuff with any Seal as ſhall be condultlinng 
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erſon ſo offending and being thereof convicted as atoreſaia, ſhall forfeit the Sum of Twenty pounds,ro and for the uſe of the Poor of the ſaid Corporation: which 
{aid Penalties and'Forfeitures reipeCtively, thall be levyed byfale of the Goods and Chartels of the Offender or Offenders, by warrant to be grante/! from the ſaid 
Mayor or Juſtice of Peace reſpectively, betore whom ſuch Conviction ſhall be, and for default of Goods and C hattels whereon to levy the faid Forffiturepf Twenty 
pounds, the party ſo offending ſhall {ufter Six Monerhs Impriſtnment, withoutBail or Mainprize. And the ſaid Prefidents, Wardens and Afiiſtanſs, of any twoor 
more of them,ſhall have,and hereby haye power to enterinto the Houſe and Wak-houſe of any Artificer within the ſaid City of Norwich and County of Norfolk,un- 
der the Regulation of the ſaid Corporarion, ar all times of the lay, and uſual times of working and opening of Shops; and into the Shops, Houſes and/Ware-houſes 
of any Merchant, common Buyer, Dealer in, and Retailer of any the ſaid Stuffs, and into the Houſes or Work-houſes of =_ Dyer, Sheerman, Caknder, and all 


other Workmens houſes and places of fale or drefling of the faid Stuffs, or ſelling of Yarns, and may there ſearch and view the Yarn and Stuffs reſpeRively, whe- 
ther they be ordered and made according to the Laws, Orders and Ordinances of the faid Trade: And if any Stuff or Materials aforeſaid ſhall bf found faulty or 
defeftive, toſeize, take and carry away the ſame, to be ordered, brought to Tryal, and proceeded in maner and form as is before in this At mentioned and ap- 
pointed for defe&tive Yarns and Stuffs, And all Mayors, Juitices, Sheriffs, Bailifs, Conſtables and Officers, ſhall be ayding and aſliſtirg to the ſaid Prefidents, , 
Wardens and Afſiſtants, or any of them, as often as they ſhall be thereunto required : And inall Aions or Suits that ſhall be brought againſt any perſon or per- 
ſons, for any aCting according to the true intent and meaning of this A& , Thatſuch perſon or perſons ſhall or may plead the General Iſſue of Not-guzlty, and give 
the ſpecial Matter in Evidence; And ſhall recover double coſts, if the Verdid paſs for him and them, or that the Plaintiff or Plaintiffs be Non-ſuited. Provide 

always, That this Act, nor any thing therein contained, ſhall nor be prejudicial or hurtful ro the, Weavers of the Towns of Great-Tarmouth and Lys in the ſaid 
County of Norfolk, or cither of them, to deprive them or either of them of ſuch Liberties or Priviledges as are granted unto them by an A& of Parliament made | 
in the Fourteenth year of the Reign of King Henry the Eighth, or by any other A of Parliament whatſoever. Provided, That this A ſhall continue for the / 

| ſpace of Three years from the Firſt of November, One thouſand fix hundred and fifty, and no longer, LL gFY 
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Die Four, 14 Novembr, 1650. 


(J*<cred by the Parliament, That this A& be forthwith printed and publiſhed. 
Hen: Scobell, Cleric. Parliamenti. 
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